[bookmark: _GoBack]Topic 5.1 Introduction to Soils Notes
In your own words

· Write down in two sentences (no more than 2) your impression of the video clip “Dirt the Movie”



· What is soil


· Why is soil so important?



· Where does soil come from?

Soils are a complex ecosystem made up of:




The importance of soils
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How Soils Are Formed







Construct a systems diagram of the above data[image: ]









Soils


Biological Mixing



Organic Matter
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Review of the cycles
[image: ][image: ]







Soil Horizons
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Soil Particles
Clay – 
Silt – 
Sand – 
Soil texture is determined by the 							. Soil texture will affect 					  and 					
Soil Texture Triangle
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How to determine soil texture
Sand
Silt
Clay
[image: ]


Soil Permeability
Permeability – 
Porosity – 
Permeability –

Identify the permeability with the following soils
Sand
Silt
Clay

Complete the following table
	Soil Texture
	Nutrient
Capacity
	Infiltration
	Water Holding
Capacity
	Aeration
	Workability

	Clay
	



	
	
	
	

	Silt
	



	
	
	
	

	Sand
	



	
	
	
	



How does acidification affect soil properties?





List the factors that can impact soil sustainability
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Soil Profiles
from Different
Ecosystems
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Soil Texture By Feel Flow Chart
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Storages Organic matter, organisms, nutrients, minerals, air and water.

Transfers within Biological mixing, translocation (movement of soil particles
the soil in suspension) and leaching (minerals dissolved in water
moved through soil).

Inputs o Organic material including leaf litter and inorganic matter
from parent material, precipitation and energy.

Outputs o Uptake by plants and soil erosion.

Transformations | ® Decomposition, weathering and nutrient cycling.
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The Soil Food Web
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