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Earth’s 
magnetic field 
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Prepare a five minute presentation on the 
Earth’s magnetic field using the tasks below.

Try to find pictures and diagrams to use in 
your presentation.


Task 1: Find out about the field (Levels 3–4)

Research the questions below to find out more about the Earth’s Magnetic field.

· What would the field lines look like?

· How does a compass work?

· Why is the Earth’s magnetic field important to life on Earth?


Task 2: Is Earth just a big magnet? (Level 5) 

Find out why the Earth cannot be a permanent magnet and add this information to your presentation.

Task 3: What else does the field do? (Levels 6–7)

Research the questions below and extend your presentation to seven or eight minutes to cover the extra information.

· What causes the Aurora borealis (Northern lights)?

· What is the magnetosphere and how does the solar wind affect the Earth’s field lines?

· How does the Earth’s magnetic field change over time?
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