Human Carrying Capacity Project Proposal

(adapted from Guidelines for Writing a Project Proposal; idrc.ca)

Directions:
The growing human population gives rise to many environmental, social, and economic problems.  According to population ecology, sooner or later, the human population is bound to reach or exceed its carrying capacity, with possibly catastrophic consequences.  Your job is:

a. Decide on one factor that you think has a great (or the greatest) effect on human population growth.

b. Propose a project that manipulates that factor in such a way that either

i. Human carrying capacity of the earth is increased, or

ii. Human population growth or total human population decreases

c. Explain what your goal is, how you are going to achieve your goal, and by what approximate date it will be achieved.

d. Take into account the following limiting factors:

i. Politics,

ii. Economics,

iii. and Ethics

Use the following guidelines in designing your project:

· Title: This should be a short phrase describing the subject of the proposal.

· Estimated duration: Indicate how many years it will take to complete the entire project.

· Problem and justification

· This section should normally make up between one-quarter and one-half of the proposal.   It should provide a brief overview of the literature and research done in the field related to the problem, and of the gaps that the proposed research is intended to fill.

· To show the importance of the problem, this section may discuss such points as:

· The scientific importance of the problem;

·  The magnitude of the problem and how the project will contribute to its solution;

· The special importance of the project for vulnerable social groups 

· If one of the project's objectives is to produce a prototype of a "hard" or "soft" technology and there are reasonable expectations that it will be widely distributed and marketed, the proposal should discuss:

·  its socioeconomic implications.

· Its social impact: the impact on working conditions or quality of life; distribution of benefits between income classes and genders; effect on culture and values 
· Objectives: Indicate both the general and specific objectives of the project.

· The General objectives provide a short statement of the development goal being pursued by the research.

·  The Specific objectives are operational in nature. They may indicate specific types of knowledge to be produced, certain audiences to be reached, and certain forms of capacity to be reinforced. These are the objectives against which the success of the project will be judged. 

· Methodology: It is best to organize the methodology to explain how each specific objective will be achieved. 

· Results and dissemination

· Begin by defining the major outputs expected from the project. 

· Discuss any possible obstacles to the project. These may include possibilities of political or economic instability.

· Length: the proposal should be 3-5 pages in length.
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