
Notes:  Approaches to Pollution Management  1.5.3

The 3-tiered approach to pollution management is based on:
Essentially, we can manage pollution by doing any combination of 3 things:
1. Change the human activity that generates the pollutant in the first place.

2. Minimize the amount of the pollutant released into the environment. 

3. Clean up the pollutant and the affected areas after the pollutant has been released.
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Altering human activity

The most fundamental level of pollution management is to
change the human activity that leads to the production of
the pollutant in the first place, by promoting alternative
technologies, lifestyles and values through:

« campaigns

* education

* community groups

« governmental legislation

« economic incentives/disincentives.
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Controlling release of pollutant

‘Where the activity/production is not completely stopped,
strategies can be applied at the level of regulating or
preventing the release of pollutants by:

« legislating and regulating standards of emission

« developing/applying technologies for extracting
pollutant from emissions.

IMPACT OF

Clean-up and restoration of damaged systems

‘Where both the above levels of management have failed,
strategies may be introduced to recover damaged
ecosystems by:

POLLUTANT ON
ECOSYSTEMS « extracting and removing pollutant from ecosystem
* replanting/restocking lost or depleted populations
Figure 3

Pollution management targeted at three different levels





Refer to the case studies on pp. 282-283 of the IB ESS Course Companion. Some things to consider when discussing pollution management...

Human factors affect pollution management
· cultural values
· political systems
· economic systems

[image: image1]