Name______________________________________________Date_______________________Block______

Planet Earth “Saving Species” Movie Discussion Questions

Answer all questions using complete sentences. The answers to all questions must be your own work and must be typed. Assignment is DUE:________________________
Definitions

1. Define the following words: (you may have to look up some outside of your class notes)

a. Endangered: 

b. Threatened :
c. Extinct:
d. Biodiversity Hotspot:
e. Keystone Species:
f. Biodiversity:
Essay Questions (Must be typed!):

2. In order to prevent loss of organisms’ DNA if they become extinct, a living library has been created which stores the DNA of particular organisms. Some say that this is preserving what a “creator” has put here on earth, while others say that this is just “playing God” and humans have no place for this. What do you believe is the role of humans in the protection of our planets biodiversity? Explain in detail.  
(4- 6 sentences) 
3. Compose an open-minded response to only two of the following quotes from the movie that provides support for your main points: (3-5 sentences each) 
a. “Do pigs matter more than people?”

b. “We have to make hard judgments on what investments[species] will yield the biggest returns for conservation” 

c. “People will say to you, how can you talk about saving the tiger when we have starving people here”

d. “Don’t worry if you don’t know what good it [biodiversity] is for, you didn’t create it so you don’t know what it is for, just let it be.” (*Intrinsic value!)
4. How do you feel about the western world telling underdeveloped countries that they need to conserve and protect certain species? Is it right to tell other countries what to do? If we didn’t tell them to protect species who would? What would you do if it were your job to protect species?  (4-6 sentences) 
5. Conservation efforts typically focus on the warm and fuzzy animals (panda bear, polar bear…) but without the very unglamorous organisms (bacteria, fungi, plants) the very fabric of all ecosystems would be destroyed. How do you feel that we make judgments on certain animals based on appearance and not importance? What should be done to protect those particularly unglamorous “ugly” , but very important species?
